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RESISTANCE IN VISUAL METHODS

• Positive Discourse Analysis
Critical Discourse Studies
Resistance & alliance-building in discourse
Representation – struggle & construct (Hall, 2013)

• Digital Media
Oppositional gaze – bell hooks (1994: 197)

  
 

• Translation – Transfer
     Movement – Transformation 
     Processes behind visual stories

“There is power in looking 
[…] in all relations of power 
there is necessarily the 
possibility of resistance." 





CENTRAL AMERICAN MIGRATION

Multiple reasons for migration 
• Simplified 
• Little historical context
• Reproduces stereotypes 

Anti-immigrant sentiment 

US & Mexico border securitization 
• Justified through problematizing discourse



DOMINANT REPRESENTATIONS IN MAINSTREAM MEDIA



CENTRAL AMERICAN MIGRATION

Dominant frames co-exist
• Criminalization 
• Victimization 

→ Representational regime of “Othering”



BORDER SPECTACLE
“A performance in which symbols, 

language and devices of migratory 

governmentality operate for the legal 

production of the illegality that is 

imprinted on migrants and refugees” 

Gabrielli & Varela-Huerta, 2024



• New possibilities for connectivity, visibility & voice (Horsti, 2016)
• Proliferation of hate speech & anti-immigrant sentiment (Moy, 2022)

⚬ Meaning of voice – visibility / absence of voice (Spivak, 2010)
⚬ Conditionality (Georgiou, 2018; 2022)
⚬ Hyper-visibility (Horsti, 2024)

⚬ “Give” voice → claim voice (Varela Huerta, 2023)

• Echo-chambers (Moy, 2022) – Exposure Diversity (Napoli, 2011)

VOICE AND VISIBILITY IN 

DIGITAL MEDIA



Gatta, 2019

“who tells the stories, 
and from what perspective, or by 

whom and how the stories are 
composed, cut and translated 

is as crucial as the content itself” 

BEYOND PRODUCT → PRODUCTION & DISSEMINATION 



Participatory & Collaborative practices

Visual representation Production Dissemination

PHOTO DOCUMENTATION



Product Production Dissemination

Positive Discourse Analysis In-depth Interviewing PDA & Interview

THE RIGHT TO GROW OLD

Icono-textual framing Approach
Social encounters

Digital & physical 
platforms



Positive Discourse Analysis

• Composition 
• Color saturation 
• Setting
• Number of people 
• Actions 
• Facial expressions 
• Objects 
• Gaze 

(El Falaky, 2023)

Tomas Ayuso – photo-journalist of RTGO



T. Ayuso - Interview, September 2024

"I like getting those moments because...
 I don’t wanna’ say it humanizes them, 

but it disrupts [...] 
it gives them a three-dimensionality, 

because seeing sad faces covered in dirt just simply 
don’t [...] 

The reason why I take these pictures isn’t just to show 
the “silly” moments that happen during migration or 

showing migration as it is a joy ride or whatever… 
No, it’s to show how people, despite traumatic 

experiences, will find a way to survive both physical 
and mental wounds."



Tomas Ayuso, photo-journalist - RTGO



Tomas Ayuso, photo-journalist - RTGO



Tomas Ayuso, photo-journalist - RTGO



Product Production Dissemination

Icono-textual framing
-

Personalizes & Universalizes

Long-term relations
-

Dialogue & negotiation 
Self-representation

Digital & Physical
-

Diverse audiences 
Transcend echo-chambers

THE RIGHT TO GROW OLD



Product Production Dissemination

In-depth storytelling Long-term documentation
& co-creation

Personal projects
publications & exhibitions

SLOW PHOTOJOURNALISM
Counter-movement to fast photo-journalism in mainstream media



CONCLUSION - The Right to Grow Old
Collaborative visual methods
• Resistance in storytelling

• Oppositional gaze – new way of seeing

Photo-documentation as visual translation
• Beyond product

• Process & Encounters:

⚬ Image/text composition

⚬ Long-term engagement

⚬ Broad dissemination

Visual spaces of resistance → claim voice and visibility



Elisa Robbe – elisa.robbe@ugent.be  
Doctoral Researcher – Ghent University

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSLATION, INTERPRETING & COMMUNICATION 

PhD Research Project:

ATLAM – AUDIOVISUAL TRANSFER IN LATIN AMERICAN MIGRATION  

SUPERVISORS:

Prof. Dr. Alexandra Sanchez 

Prof. Dr. July De Wilde

Research Groups

TRACE

MULTIPLES

CESSMIR



REFERENCES
Abrego, L. J., & Menjívar, C. (2022). Central American Migration to the United States: Historical Roots and Current Conditions. In The Routledge History of Modern Latin American 

Migration. Routledge.

Binimelis-Adell, M., & Varela-Huerta, A. (2021). Espectáculo de frontera y contranarrativas audiovisuales. https://www.peterlang.com/document/1140529

de Haas, H. (2024). Changing the Migration Narrative: On the Power of Discourse, Propaganda and Truth Distortion. IMI Working Paper Series, 181.  

Dogramaci, B. & Mersmann, B. (2019). Handbook of Art and Global Migration: Theories, Practices, and Challenges. Berlin, Boston: De Gruyter. https://doi.org/10.1515/9783110476675

Gabrielli L. & Varela-Huerta, A. (2024). The border spectacle during the pandemic: A bottom-up political economy of media within the American border regime. Environment and Planning 

C: Politics and Space.

Gatta, G. (2019). Self-Narration, Participatory Video and Migrant Memories: A (Re)making of the Italian Borders (pp. 101–120). https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-30565-9_7

Georgiou, M. (2018). Does the subaltern speak? Migrant voices in digital Europe. Popular Communication, 16(1), 45–57. https://doi.org/10.1080/15405702.2017.1412440

Georgiou, M. (2022). Digital (in-)Visibilities: Spatializing and Visualizing Politics of Voice. Communication, Culture and Critique, 15(2), 269–275. 

Hall, S. (2010). Representation : cultural representations and signifying practices. London: Sage in association with the Open University.

hooks, b. (2009). Reel to Real: Race, Class and Sex at the Movies. Routledge.

hooks, b. (2015). Black Looks: Race and representation. 
Horsti, K. (2016). Visibility without voice: Media witnessing irregular migrants in BBC online news journalism. African Journalism Studies, 37, 1–20. 

Meyer, L., Andrews, A., & Olvera Cañez, P. (2024). #ResisteGozando (joy as resistance): On the healing power of dance at the US–Mexico border. Security Dialogue, 0(0).

Mersmann, B. (2020). Photo-translation: Collaborative practice in migration image research. Target. International Journal of Translation Studies, 32, 191–216. 

Moy, P. (2020). The Promise and Perils of Voice. Journal of Communication, 70(1), 1–12. 

Napoli, P. M. (2011). Exposure Diversity Reconsidered. Journal of Information Policy, 1, 246–259. https://doi.org/10.5325/jinfopoli.1.2011.0246

Nartey, M. (2020). Voice, agency and identity: a positive discourse analysis of ‘resistance’ in the rhetoric of Kwame Nkrumah. Language and Intercultural Communication, 20(2), 193–205.

Nikunen, K. (2019). Breaking the Silence. In Doing Digital Migratin Studies.

Rizzo Lara, R. D. L. L. (2021). La Caminata del Migrante: A social movement. Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies, 47(17), 3891–3910. 

Smets, K., & Ahenkona, L. (2024). Counter-documentation tactics: Participatory, visual, and walking research with undocumented migrants. Communication, Culture and 
Critique, 17(1), 24–31.
Spivak, G. (2010). Can the subaltern speak? In R. Morris (ed.), Can the subaltern speak?: Reflections on the history of an idea (pp. 21–78). New York, NY: Columbia University 
Press.
Varela Huerta, I. A. V. (2023). Batallas por la representación: Racismos, género y antirracismos en el México mediático contemporáneo. Liminar. 

Vogt, W. A. (2018). Lives in Transit: Violence and Intimacy on the Migrant Journey. Univ of California Press.

https://www.peterlang.com/document/1140529
https://doi.org/10.1515/9783110476675
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-30565-9_7
https://doi.org/10.1080/15405702.2017.1412440
https://doi.org/10.5325/jinfopoli.1.2011.0246

	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20:  Elisa Robbe – elisa.robbe@ugent.be   Doctoral Researcher – Ghent University DEPARTMENT OF Translation, Interpreting & communication   PhD Research Project: atlam – audiovisual transfer in latin american migration    SUPERVISORS: Prof. Dr. Alexa
	Slide 21: REFERENCES Abrego, L. J., & Menjívar, C. (2022). Central American Migration to the United States: Historical Roots and Current Conditions. In The Routledge History of Modern Latin American Migration. Routledge.  Binimelis-Adell, M., & Varela-Hue

